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alone for comprehensiveness and unchallenged for accuracy. Six thou- 
sand subjects and terms have been added in the present issue. Former 
editions have received the highest encomiums from British as well as 
American medical journals, and the unanimous verdict of the warmest 
praise from the medical profession. Its merits we have neither the 
space nor the ability to record ; but to an unprofessional eye the fact of 
its fulness and explicitness is patent ; while the author's reputation is 
a sufficient guaranty for its entire trustworthiness and its scientific 
ability. 



20. — Introduction to Structural and Systematic Botany, and Vege- 
table Physiology, being a Fifth and Revised Edition of the Botani- 
cal Text-Booh. Illustrated with over Thirteen Hundred Woodcuts. 
By Asa Gray, M. D., Fisher Professor of Natural History in 
Harvard University. New York : Ivison and Phinney. 1858. 
12mo. pp. 555. 

The larger part of this work is devoted to vegetable physiology, 
morphology, and dynamics. Then follows a detailed and copiously 
illustrated sketch of the Natural system of classification. This is suc- 
ceeded by a very brief skeleton-outline of the Linnsean system. This 
last we would gladly have had more full, and accompanied with illus- 
trative details ; for, while we admit the immeasurable superiority of 
the Natural system on scientific grounds, we retain — perhaps because 
our first botanical explorations were under its guidance — our old 
love for the Linnsean system as a help in the identification of plants 
in flower by the novice in botany. With this sole exception, if it be 
one, Dr. Gray's Text-Book in its present form leaves nothing to be 
desired, and we doubt whether there exists a more perfect or satisfying 
manual for the student or the proficient in botanical science. We 
should not dismiss it with so cursory a notice, had we not received the 
promise of a more adequate treatment of this and the author's other 
works by a more competent hand. 



21. — The American Drawing-Book : a Manual for the Amateur, and 
Basis of Study for the Professional Artist ; especially adapted to the 
Use of Public and Private Schools, as well as Home Instruction. By 
J. G. Chapman, N. A. New York : J. S. Redfield. 1858. 4to. 
pp. 304. 

We have here the rare phenomenon of a book which very far ex- 



